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Testimonyon Bill 11(2014),CD2

Presentedto ErnestY. Martin, Council Chair
And Membersofthe City Councilof Honolulu

By DeborahL.K. Spencer-Chun,M.S.W.
Adult Friendsfor Youth

PresidentandCEO

ChairMartin andMembersof the City CouncilofHonolulu, I amhereto testif~’in
supportof Bill 11(2014) , CD2 whichwill provideGrantsin Aid to financially support
muchneededprogramssuchas Adult Friendsfor Youth.

Beforetakingon my role as PresidentandCEO,I spentover20 yearsin thefield
workingdirectly withyouth. I haveseenthe successeswhenyouthareprovidedwith
opportunities,guidance,anda safe,non-judgmental,nurturing,andrespectfulplaceto
developasproductiveandcontributingmembersof society.ButunfortunatelyI have
alsowitnessedthatatayoungage,manyof ouryouth fall prey to gangs,crime,drugs
andviolencewhichincludescyberbullying, humantrafficking andothertraumas.
Timeshavechanged.

Wehavewitnessedfights andviolenceescalateto anotherlevel andtechnology
affectingthis matterin manyways.Youth as well as adultshaveusedtheinternetto
post fights whichleadto otherfights or postcommentsthat enflameasituation.
Twentyyearsago,wewould get acall torespondto a fight andbeable to dealwith the
few youthinvolved.Todaywe geta call andlargenumbersof peoplearealready
presentat the scenecausingtheincidentsto flare up unnecessarilyandbecomeahuge
safetyrisk to the communitiesatlarge.

Adult Friendsfor Youthprovidesyoungpeoplewith the appropriateservicessuchas
weeklycounselingsessionsto addressandresolvetheir needsandto overcomethese
negativeinfluences. Our servicesarelongterm(average3-4years)andhelpto
providethe stabilityandcontinuity for ourclients. We go beyondthe normaldayby
giving our clientsour cell numbers.This allowstheclientsto haveaccessto their
worker24/7whichhasbecomea lifeline for manyoverthe yearsandprovidedan
opportunityto resolvesituationsquickly andeffectively. AFY doesnot havea
terminationpolicy whichallows theyouthto comebackatanytime in their livesto
seekthe appropriateservicesorreferral theyneed.

Thecommitmentis to makea differencebyhelpingyoungpeopleto developand
becomeproductivecitizens. Our youthdeservesourhelpandmoreimportantlythey
deserveto be protected.Our schools,police,andjudicial systemcan’t do this alone.
Adult Friendsfor Youth arehereto supporttheeffortsof making Hawaiia safeand
healthyplacefor all.

I askthatyousupportBill 11(2014),CD2as it will providethe financial supportto
Adult FriendsforYouth to continuetheir servicesin manyof ourcommunities.
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